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A garden, full of life,
evolves over time.

Here are some factors
that drive change in a

garden.
1. Trendsin Landscaping.

Frederick Law Olmst-

ed, 1822 to 1903, is one of

the most famous and in-

fluential American land-

scapers. He designed 20+

public parks and _park-
ways, making full use

of naturally occurring
features and plants. His

landscaping company de-

signed The Rocks formal

garden in Bethlehem. To-

day, two considerations

have become important
in garden design and

planting:
use of native plants

and plants needed by pol-
linators. Incorporating
these into a garden dra-

matically changes the vi-

sual aspect.
In drier parts of the

country, thirsty lawns

are being replaced by cac-

ti, and native grasses

This is called xeri-

scaping. An added bonus

is low maintenance and

no use of fertilizer/weed-

killer.
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2. Climate Change.
Fifty years ago, Lit-

tleton was in Zone 3 of
the USDA Climate Zone

classification. Now it’s
Zone 4b as our planet has
warmed. Plants which

previously would not

have survived here can

flourish. There are many
roses that fall into this

category, also plants such

as the hydrangea ‘End-

less Summer’ which can

be found at your local box

store. It will bloom reli-

ably even after a colder

winter!

3. The Gardeners.
In my younger days, I

loved colorful beds in full

sun. Now I’m less tolerant

of heat. I like to garden in

the shade & appreciate
range of shapes, textures

and colors in Heuchera,
Hosta and ferns. I am less

energetic and look for

ways to simplify. There

are perennials that sel-

dom need to be divided,
such as peonies and Am-

sonia. Also ones that do

not need deadheading,
such as coreopsis and

ornamental grasses. If

there is no need to stake,
so much the better. Look

for shorter varieties of

Shasta daisies and Phlox

Paniculata. A tip from

a landscaper gardener
friend is to cut back tall

August blooming peren-

nials a little in May or

June and they will make

a great show and be easi-

er to manage. Replace pe-
rennials with flowering
shrubs. Do research and

find plants resistant to

disease and insects.

Your garden may

change; it will still be

beautiful, and you will

not be so tired!




